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Reagan was dedicated to winning the Cold 
War. By the end of his presidency, he had led 
the groundwork for the fall of the Soviet Em-
pire. While many of us never viewed the So-
viet Empire as the danger that he envisioned, 
we respected his vision and determination to 
spread freedom around the world. 

Finally, let me just make a few remarks 
about Mr. and Mrs. Reagan. We should salute 
the couple’s extraordinary courage in con-
tinuing to share their story with the world, 
building awareness, and lifting the enormous 
stigma of Alzheimer’s and showing that life 
goes on. Again, happy birthday, Mr. Reagan. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I stand 
today to honor one of our nation’s greatest pa-
triots and most respected Presidents, Ronald 
W. Reagan, on this, the 90th anniversary of 
his birthday. 

There are those Americans who today will 
remember Ronald Reagan as the charismatic 
40th President of the United States. A leader 
who by the sheer force of his immutable opti-
mism gave America a reason to be proud and 
secure of our place in the world. 

Others will remember the ‘‘Great Communi-
cator’’ who in the wake of ‘‘stagflation’’ and an 
oil crisis, articulated a doctrine of personal re-
sponsibility and limited government, which 
brought to our nation economic stability, secu-
rity, and self-respect. 

But I am here to honor another Reagan. A 
man of steely convictions, and resolute vision. 
A man who in one simple speech redefined 
America’s purpose, and gave us all new cer-
titude that we would prevail against the Soviet 
Union. 

In 1983, the international stage was a dif-
ferent place than it is today. The Soviet Union 
still stared menacingly westward over the sat-
ellite states of Eastern Europe. The nuclear 
arms race was a reality, and fear of nuclear 
war gripped the nation. 

It was in this atmosphere of Cold War fear, 
and amid growing calls to give up the arms 
race that Mr. Reagan, at perhaps his most el-
oquent, strode onto a stage in Orlando, Flor-
ida and delivered a speech that put his critics 
on notice that America would not back down. 
America would stand, alone if she must, to de-
fend and protect the institutions of liberty and 
freedom from the Communists. 

He reminded us not to ignore the facts of 
history, and the aggressive impulses of an evil 
empire because, as he said, ‘‘to simply call 
the arms race a giant misunderstanding is to 
remove ourselves from the struggle between 
right and wrong and good and evil.’’ He re-
minded us not only of why we were fighting, 
but of what we were fighting for. The cold war 
was a struggle between good and evil, free-
dom and oppression. 

It was this message which President 
Reagan carried with him to my hometown of 
Miami, FL. At the Orange Bowl Stadium, and 
in the middle of Little Havana, he placed the 
Cuban Dictator, Fidel Castro, on notice—that 
the United States would stand firm against the 
tyrannical Castro regime and would defend the 
right of the Cuban people to live free of op-
pression; that the United States would not tol-
erate communist Cuba’s continued threats 
against U.S. national security and regional sta-
bility. 

His words still carry with them a strength 
and clarity of vision which only the greatest of 

leaders possess. His insistence that this was 
the path America would take was tempered by 
the knowledge that in doing so, we would all 
share in the glory of the right and the honor-
able. Ronald Reagan reminded us all that 
America was strong, that America was right, 
that America was proud. 

The legacy of Ronald Reagan is secure, for 
no other reason than the fact that he stood up 
for America and said in a strong, clear voice 
that patriotism is not dead, and that liberty and 
freedom are always worth fighting for. 

Because of this President Reagan, I would 
like to thank you for your service to your coun-
try, and wish both you, and Mrs. Reagan, 
Godspeed. 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to be here today to honor President 
Ronald Reagan on his 90th birthday. Presi-
dent Reagan’s policies have shaped this great 
nation and set us on the path to the longest 
peacetime economic expansion since the end 
of the Second World War. His optimism re-
stored Americans’ confidence in our great na-
tion and in themselves. 

President Reagan once said ‘‘A leader, 
once convinced a particular course of action is 
the right one, must have the determination to 
stick with it and be undaunted when the going 
gets rough.’’ President Reagan proved he was 
a true leader. Despite dire predictions from 
pundits about his policies, Reagan fought for 
what he believed in and made the country bet-
ter off as a result. 

President Reagan inherited an economy 
that was out of control with high inflation, inter-
est rates and unemployment. Americans were 
being held hostage in Iran and the Soviet 
Union was threatening freedom across the 
world. Once elected, Reagan embarked on an 
ambitious agenda to reduce taxes, reduce 
Americans’ dependence on the federal gov-
ernment, and achieve ‘‘peace through 
strength’’ by rebuilding our military. His tax 
cuts stimulated the economy and Americans 
re-elected him by one of the largest margins 
in U.S. history. During his second term, we 
began to see the results of Reagan’s commit-
ment to the principles of individual rights for all 
and projecting military strength with the weak-
ening of communist control of Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union. These principles led 
soon thereafter to the collapse of the Berlin 
Wall and the Soviet Union. 

America is still experiencing the benefits of 
the Reagan’s economic policies of lower 
taxes, free trade and reliance on free markets. 
We have had eighteen consecutive years of 
nearly unbroken economic growth and low in-
flation. Productivity is growing and incomes 
are rising. As Reagan stated at the end of his 
presidency: 

In eight short years, we have reversed a 50- 
year trend of turning to the government for 
solutions. We have relearned what our found-
ing Fathers knew long ago—it is the people, 
not the government, who provide the vitality 
and creativity that make a great nation. 
Just as the first American Revolution, which 
began with the shot heard ‘round the world, 
inspired people everywhere who dreamed of 
freedom, so has this second American revolu-
tion inspired changes throughout the world. 
The message we brought to Washington—re-
duce the government, reduce regulation, re-
store incentives—has been heard around the 
world. 

One of Reagan’s greatest legacies is that 
he restored Americans’ confidence in them-
selves and reminded them that the govern-
ment has no power except that granted it by 
the people. I look forward to continuing Rea-
gan’s revolution by fighting for lower taxes, 
less intrusive government and individual re-
sponsibility. 

Happy Birthday President Reagan and God 
bless. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PLATTS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the joint resolution, H.J. 
Res. 7. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1445 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). The Chair must remind all 
Members that remarks in debate 
should be addressed to the Chair and 
not to others who may be viewing pro-
ceedings. 

f 

RONALD W. REAGAN POST OFFICE 
OF WEST MELBOURNE, FLORIDA 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 395) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 2305 Minton Road in West Mel-
bourne, Florida, as the ‘‘Ronald W. 
Reagan Post Office of West Melbourne, 
Florida.’’ 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 395 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 2305 Minton Road in West 
Melbourne, Florida, shall be known and des-
ignated as the ‘‘Ronald W. Reagan Post Of-
fice of West Melbourne, Florida’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the facility referred to in 
section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to 
the Ronald W. Reagan Post Office of West 
Melbourne, Florida. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. PLATTS) and the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
SANCHEZ) each will control 20 minutes. 
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from Pennsylvania (Mr. PLATTS). 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 395. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, this legislation, intro-

duced by the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. WELDON) is supported by the 
House delegation from the State of 
Florida and it is fitting and appro-
priate that we bring this legislation to 
the floor today to commemorate the 
90th birthday of our great leader. 

There has been much written and 
known about former President Reagan, 
and everybody has a favorite story or 
anecdote. We will, however, be unable 
to capture all facets of his life during 
our allotted time. 

Mr. Reagan, our 40th President, won 
a landslide victory in 1980 and was eas-
ily reelected 4 years later. Ronald Wil-
son Reagan came from humble begin-
nings. He was born in Tampico, Illi-
nois, son of a salesman with a mother 
who was a devout member of the Disci-
ples of Christ Church. 

After moving to various locations, 
the family settled in Dixon, Illinois, 
where his father became part owner of 
a shoe store and his mother did occa-
sional work to supplement the family’s 
meager income. 

Young Ronald Reagan excelled in 
sports and received a scholarship to at-
tend Eureka College. Even with a 
scholarship, he had to work hard to 
stay in college. He graduated with a 
B.A. in economics and sociology, the 
first person in his family to attend and 
graduate from college. 

He showed an early interest in poli-
tics, but did not participate. He did, 
however, show interest in some form of 
show business. ‘‘Dutch’’ Reagan, as he 
was known, became a very popular 
sportscaster in Iowa. Soon thereafter, 
he went to Hollywood where he was of-
fered a 7-year contract with Warner 
Brothers for $200 a week, an offer he 
could not turn down. He then brought 
his parents to live with him in Cali-
fornia; and although not an instant 
star, he was a steady worker. 

Mr. Speaker, Ronald Reagan became 
President of the Screen Actors Guild in 
1947; and several years thereafter, his 
activities with the Screen Actors Guild 
aroused his latent interest in politics. 
Thereafter, when his longstanding 
friend, Barry Goldwater, won the Re-
publican nomination for President, Mr. 
Reagan helped with the campaign. 
Soon after, he was persuaded to run for 
governor of California, a race he won 
by a landslide over a popular incum-
bent. He won reelection in 1970. 

Ronald Reagan was nominated for 
President in 1980, supporting the issues 
of family, work, neighborhood, peace, 
and freedom. He became the oldest 
President to be elected in our Nation’s 
history. Two months after his election, 
he was the victim of an assassination 
attempt, but made a remarkable recov-
ery. 

He served the Nation as President for 
8 years and now resides in California. 
In 1994, after several years of writing, 
traveling, and silence, former Presi-
dent Reagan, who was known as the 
Great Communicator, wrote a hand-
written letter informing the Nation he 
had the early stages of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. 

Perhaps the essence of President 
Reagan’s life is captured in his own 
words. He wrote: ‘‘In this land of 
dreams fulfilled where greater dreams 
may be imagined, nothing is impos-
sible. No victory is beyond our reach. 
No glory will ever be too great. 

‘‘The world’s hopes rest with Amer-
ica’s future. 

‘‘Our work will pale before the great-
ness of America’s champions in the 21st 
Century.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support H.R. 395. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 395, which names a 
Post Office after Ronald W. Reagan, 
was introduced today by the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. WELDON). This meas-
ure is identical to H.R. 5309 introduced 
last year by the gentleman and which 
was passed by the House on October 27 
of the year 2000. 

Ronald Wilson Reagan, known as 
‘‘Dutch,’’ ‘‘The Gipper’’ and ‘‘The Great 
Communicator,’’ was the 40th Presi-
dent of the United States. He served as 
President from January 1981 to Janu-
ary 1989. At 73, he was the oldest man 
ever elected to the Presidency. And, as 
remarked earlier, today marks his 90th 
birthday. 

He was an actor by profession, but he 
also served as the Governor of my 
State of California from 1966 to 1979. 
During his Presidency, his economic 
policies came to be known as ‘‘Reagan-
omics.’’ In November of 1994, former 
President Reagan announced that he 
was afflicted with Alzheimer’s. 

Although a number of facilities have 
been named after the former President, 
schools, streets, highways, and even 
the Washington airport, a crowning 
achievement was when President Clin-
ton dedicated the Ronald Reagan 
Building here in Washington D.C. in 
1998. That building houses an inter-
national trade center, international 
cultural activities, the Agency for 
International Development, and many 
others. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the swift passage 
of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON). 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. PLATTS) for yielding me 
this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand on 
the floor of the House today to honor 
our former President, Ronald Reagan. 
Today is an appropriate day to con-
sider this bill, because it is President 
Reagan’s 90th birthday. 

Today, we wish him the very best. We 
have the opportunity to honor a man 
who made us proud again to be Ameri-
cans. As was stated, I have introduced 
this legislation to designate this Post 
Office at 2305 Minton Road in West 
Melbourne, Florida, as the ‘‘Ronald W. 
Reagan Post Office of West Mel-
bourne.’’ This Post Office is in Flor-
ida’s 15th Congressional District, and I 
am pleased that every member of the 
Florida Congressional Delegation has 
signed on as a cosponsor of this bill. 

Last year, I introduced similar legis-
lation and it passed the House on Octo-
ber 27. Due to time constraints, the 
Senate was unable to give final ap-
proval to the bill prior to its adjourn-
ment. However, now it is more appro-
priate than ever for this House to pass 
this bill again. 

Former President Reagan is a true 
American hero, and naming this U.S. 
Post Office after him is a fitting way to 
honor his legacy. 

Ronald Reagan was born on February 
6, 1911, in Tampico, Illinois. He was a 
man with many ambitions, growing up 
a Midwestern boy in hard economic 
times. He worked his way through Eu-
reka College. He started his career as a 
radio announcer; and in 1937 went to 
Hollywood where he appeared in more 
than 50 movies. He became president of 
the Screen Actors Guild and was in-
volved in fighting Communist influ-
ences in Hollywood. 

In 1966, he was elected the Governor 
of the State of California by a margin 
of more than 1 million votes; and then 
was elected governor again in 1970 to 
another 4-year term. 

In 1980, Reagan was elected to serve 
as our 40th President. Ronald Reagan 
set our Nation on a path to prosperity. 
He was a strong moral leader and made 
Americans proud to be Americans. The 
economic policies he pursued in the 
1980s set a firm foundation for the eco-
nomic prosperity that we have experi-
enced over the last decade as well. 

Ronald Reagan reinvigorated the 
American people through smaller gov-
ernment, putting a lid on inflation, and 
strengthening our national defenses. 

President Reagan’s persistence in 
achieving peace through strength car-
ried our Nation to its longest recorded 
period of peacetime prosperity. 

President Reagan negotiated a treaty 
with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
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to eliminate medium-range nuclear 
missiles. Mr. Reagan went to Berlin 
and challenged Mr. Gorbachev to ‘‘Tear 
down this wall.’’ His 8 years of persist-
ence paid off; and as a result of his tire-
less fight for freedom, the Iron Curtain 
fell shortly after he left office. 

President Reagan certainly followed 
through with his 1980 campaign pledge 
to restore ‘‘the great, confident roar of 
American progress and growth and op-
timism.’’ 

I am happy that we are considering 
this legislation today, and I encourage 
all of my colleagues to support this ef-
fort to name this post office in my con-
gressional district in Ronald Reagan’s 
honor. 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PLATTS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 395. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 28) honoring the con-
tributions of Catholic schools. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 28 

Whereas America’s Catholic schools are 
internationally acclaimed for their academic 
excellence, but provide students more than a 
superior scholastic education; 

Whereas Catholic schools ensure a broad, 
values-added education emphasizing the life-
long development of moral, intellectual, 
physical, and social values in America’s 
young people; 

Whereas the total Catholic school student 
enrollment for the 1999–2000 academic year 
was 2,653,038, the total number of Catholic 
schools is 8,144, and the student-teacher 
ratio is 17 to 1; 

Whereas Catholic schools provide more 
than $17,200,000,000 a year in savings to the 
Nation based on the average public school 
per pupil cost; 

Whereas Catholic schools teach a diverse 
group of students and over 24 percent of 
school children enrolled in Catholic schools 
are minorities; 

Whereas the graduation rate of Catholic 
school students is 95 percent, only 3 percent 
of Catholic high school students drop out of 
school, and 83 percent of Catholic high 
school graduates go on to college; 

Whereas Catholic schools produce students 
strongly dedicated to their faith, values, 
families, and communities by providing an 
intellectually stimulating environment rich 
in spiritual, character, and moral develop-
ment; and 

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated, ‘‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by 
which the Church fulfills its commitment to 

the dignity of the person and building of 
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore, 
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual 
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the 
many communities in which he lives’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Repre- 
sentatives— 

(1) supports the goals of Catholic Schools 
Week, an event sponsored by the National 
Catholic Educational Association and the 
United States Catholic Conference and es-
tablished to recognize the vital contribu-
tions of America’s thousands of Catholic ele-
mentary and secondary schools; and 

(2) congratulates Catholic schools, stu-
dents, parents, and teachers across the Na-
tion for their ongoing contributions to edu-
cation, and for the key role they play in pro-
moting and ensuring a brighter, stronger fu-
ture for this Nation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. TIBERI) and the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. SANCHEZ) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. TIBERI). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 28. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 

minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. BOEHNER). 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TIBERI) 
for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise 
today in support of House Resolution 
28, which recognizes and honors the 
contributions of Catholic schools in the 
United States. Our Nation’s Catholic 
schools have a long tradition of aca-
demic excellence, and I am pleased to 
join in recognizing them today. 

As this new Congress begins, it is fit-
ting that we are focusing on the impact 
and the important role that Catholic 
schools play in providing a well-round-
ed education for America’s young peo-
ple; one that gives special attention to 
the academic, moral, and social devel-
opment of our children. 

One of the top priorities for the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce 
will be to reauthorize this year the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act, 
which provide benefits to both public 
and private schools. Across our coun-
try, many Catholic schools participate 
in many programs and activities as-
sisted by these funds. 

Last year, Catholic schools around 
the country enrolled more than 2.6 mil-
lion children in more than 8,000 Catho-
lic schools across the country. The stu-

dent-teacher ratio in most Catholic 
schools is 17-to-1, and more than 24 per-
cent of their students come from dis-
advantaged backgrounds. 

Mr. Speaker, 95 percent of Catholic 
school students graduate; and 83 per-
cent of their high school graduates go 
on to pursue a higher education. It 
stands to reason that if it were not for 
our Nation’s Catholic schools, and the 
dedicated teachers who serve them, the 
achievement gap between the disadvan-
taged students in our society and their 
peers would be even wider. 

Moreover, I would point out that of 
the total students enrolled in Catholic 
schools, about 13 percent are not of the 
Catholic faith. These students come 
from a wide variety of faiths and have 
chosen to attend a Catholic school. I 
think that it speaks to the mission and 
success of Catholic educators to reach 
out to all students and their parents 
who are seeking the best possible edu-
cation for their children, especially for 
inner-city schools in which the major-
ity of students enrolled are non-Catho-
lic. 

Mr. Speaker, I can attest to the out-
standing contributions, dedication, and 
accomplishments of Catholic schools, 
because I and my 11 brothers and sis-
ters are products of Catholic schools in 
Ohio. I attended St. Peter and Paul El-
ementary School in Reading, Ohio and 
Archbishop Moeller High School in the 
Cincinnati suburbs. I then went on to 
attend and graduate from Xavier Uni-
versity. 

b 1500 
Catholic schools have made a posi-

tive difference in the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of students in my State 
and around the country. Outstanding 
schools such as Archbishop Fenwick 
High School in Middletown, Ohio; Ste-
phen T. Badin High School in Ham-
ilton, Ohio; and Sidney Lehman High 
School in Sidney, Ohio; and countless 
Catholic elementary schools through-
out my district, they have shaped the 
lives of countless students and con-
tinue to make a profound contribution 
on our communities. 

I am proud of how these and all 
Catholic schools emphasize intellec-
tual, spiritual, moral and social values 
and produce well-rounded citizens. 
Catholic schools have found a way to 
teach students not only academic 
knowledge, but also real-life lessons in 
service to mankind and respect for 
one’s neighbors. 

This resolution is very simple. We 
want to rightly honor and congratulate 
Catholic schools, students, parents, 
and teachers for their ongoing con-
tributions to education and for the key 
role they play in promoting and ensur-
ing a brighter and stronger future for 
this Nation. 

I want to commend the gentleman 
from Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER) for his 
leadership in sponsoring this legisla-
tion and urge my colleagues to vote in 
support of it. 
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